
Hike and Biking Field Trip to Explore Upper Eel River on June 15 

 
The Eel River Recovery Project (ERRP) is hosting another field trip to the Eel River within the 

Potter Valley Project (PVP) to further explore the potential of the creation of an Upper Eel 

River Salmon Park.  On Saturday June 15, there will be a hiking and biking trip that will include 

field presentations on the need for improvement of salmon habitat, recent fire effects, forest 

health, geology, and the area’s potential for recreational development. 

 
Eel River in the reach where June 15 hike and bike event will take place. 

The reach of the Eel River between Scott Dam that forms Lake Pillsbury and Cape Horn Dam, 

where water is diverted to Potter Valley, is one of stunning beauty.  North facing slopes are 

covered with old growth Douglas fir forests that extend across the canyon within the river’s 

inner gorge.  Upslope on the south side fir gives way to other more drought resistant 

vegetation, including oak forest, mixed hardwoods, grey pine, and chaparral.  Vast grasslands 

also occur on south facing slopes that are indicative of earthflows characteristic of the Central 

Belt Mélange terrain that is part of Coast Range geology.   

 



ERRP is proposing that the road on the south side of the Eel River between the PVP dams that 

parallels the river be considered as a trail route for hiking and biking.  The walk and bike event 

will start at Pioneer Bridge, which is about 20 minutes from Potter Valley.  Participants will be 

asked to park their cars there and walk or bike to designated river locations, which are at a 

distance of 2 and 4 miles.  Elders and those not able to walk or bike can drive to presentation 

locations.  Van rides will also be available from Pioneer Bridge, and along the route for hikers 

who get tired. 

 
Looking north from proposed Upper Eel River Salmon Parkway Trail route across the Eel 
River gorge. 
 
Mendocino National Forest (MNF) and the Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) own most 
of the road right of way and National Forests have a mandate to accommodate recreation.  
PG&E is party to a Settlement resulting from earlier bankruptcy proceedings and the company 
has signed a Conservation Easement that stipulates that the 5,500 acres they own surrounding 
the PVP will be used exclusively for conservation, recreation and restoration.  Plans for salmon 
habitat restoration and the trail proposed by ERRP are compatible with the latter objectives 
and they run with the land and would bind any party acquiring the PVP.  Local business owners 
in the upper Eel watershed and Potter Valley favor the Upper Eel River Salmon Parkway 
concept as does the Potter Valley Indian Tribe (PVIT).  The Tribe is party to the Settlement and 
will receive land, including Trout Creek Campground and land near Pioneer Bridge.  The PVIT 
economic development plan envisions recreational development within their PVP holdings and 



they are considering development of a campground that could be a jumping off point for trail 
enthusiasts. 
 
On Saturday morning, June 15 Willits residents can get a ride to event.  The ERRP “Willits Goes 
Wild” van will depart the Willits Hub at 630 S Main Street.  People can also car pool from this 
location or join the caravan at the Potter Valley Store at 10 AM.  Those wanting a ride from 
Willits should call Robin Leler at 707 459-0155.  Participant should bring water, sunscreen, and 
lunch.  Bicyclists should be aware that the road conditions vary from paved to packed gravel 
surface with some potholes and, therefore, are more suitable for trail bikes or those with 
wider tires.  Please remember to bring helmets for all family members on bikes.  Call Pat 
Higgins for more information at (707) 223-7200 or see www.eelriverrecovery.org or the ERRP 
Facebook page. 
 

 
ERRP first Upper Eel Salmon Parkway trip participants on April 6 at Pioneer Bridge. 

http://www.eelriverrecovery.org/

